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Abstract – The study examined the effects of marital 

friction on rural household decision making in Oriire Local 

Government area of Oyo state. Using a well structured 

interview schedule, eighty (80) respondents were sampled 

and the information collected was based 

objectives of the study. The results of the findings revealed 

that 61.2% of the respondents were male, all were married 

and the mean age was calculated to be 42.5. The major cause 

of marital friction between the spouses was sexual issues 

while agricultural production decisions were made solely by 

the husbands. 58.8% of the respondents agreed that quarrels 

were mainly settled by one of the spouses apologizing most of 

the time to one another. The major effects of marital friction 

were poor academic performance of the children and 

improper farm coordination. A significant relationship exists 

between the selected socio- economic characteristics and the 

effects of marital friction on rural household decision 

making. It was revealed from the findings

agricultural production were made solely by the husbands. 

The study therefore recommends that women should be 

involved in making decisions related to agricultural 

production as empirical studies have revealed globally that 

women contribute enormously to agricultural production.
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I. INTRODUCTION

 

Marital friction is an act of misunderstanding that is 

dominated in various families which has various 

implications on decisions made in the household. It can 

also be a kind of misunderstanding in the family arising 

from different background in which both 

originated from to form a household. This thereby 

separates the families apart leading to various negative 

experience some of which varies over time and space such 

as confluent and institutions that leads eventually to 

separation or divorce and dissociation of family 

relationship with the onset of marital illness 

is a partnership for joint production and consumptio

its gains are highest when household me

rather than compete. Nonetheless, the general consensus is 

that, since marriage generates surplus, partnership could 

be sustained even with some degree of non

and spousal competition. Since family form part of every 

one’s existence, family life encompasses virtually the 

whole range of emotional experience. Family relationship 

between wife and husband, brothers and sisters, parent and 

children, or between distant relatives can be warm a

fulfilling drawing people to despair or filling with a deep 

sense of anxiety and guilt [2]. 

Decision making within the family is influenced by 

several social, cultural and economic
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The study examined the effects of marital 

friction on rural household decision making in Oriire Local 

Government area of Oyo state. Using a well structured 

interview schedule, eighty (80) respondents were sampled 

and the information collected was based on the stated 

objectives of the study. The results of the findings revealed 

that 61.2% of the respondents were male, all were married 

and the mean age was calculated to be 42.5. The major cause 

of marital friction between the spouses was sexual issues 

e agricultural production decisions were made solely by 

the husbands. 58.8% of the respondents agreed that quarrels 

were mainly settled by one of the spouses apologizing most of 

the time to one another. The major effects of marital friction 

mic performance of the children and 

improper farm coordination. A significant relationship exists 

economic characteristics and the 

effects of marital friction on rural household decision 

making. It was revealed from the findings that decisions on 

agricultural production were made solely by the husbands. 

The study therefore recommends that women should be 
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, Friction, Household, Decisions. 

NTRODUCTION 

Marital friction is an act of misunderstanding that is 

dominated in various families which has various 

in the household. It can 

also be a kind of misunderstanding in the family arising 

from different background in which both parents 

originated from to form a household. This thereby 

the families apart leading to various negative 

which varies over time and space such 

as confluent and institutions that leads eventually to 

separation or divorce and dissociation of family 

of marital illness [1]. Marriage 

is a partnership for joint production and consumption and 

its gains are highest when household members cooperate 

ete. Nonetheless, the general consensus is 

that, since marriage generates surplus, partnership could 

be sustained even with some degree of non-cooperation 

Since family form part of every 

one’s existence, family life encompasses virtually the 

whole range of emotional experience. Family relationship 

and sisters, parent and 

children, or between distant relatives can be warm and 

fulfilling drawing people to despair or filling with a deep 

Decision making within the family is influenced by 

economic factors some of 

which vary over time and space. However, exactly what 

roles each partners play should be clearly defined. The 

issues upon which household decision making is based in 

rural families include feedings, clothing, schooling, 

extended families, reproduction, mother and father’s 

occupation among others [3]

decision-making and autonomy are best achieved through 

collaborative problem solving, parental modeling, 

negotiation and compromise.

developmental stages and child dispositions are important 

factors to consider in family decision making in the early 

years of family life. Both the mother’s and father’s 

occupation affects decision making in the households. If 

the father does not have a steady job to take care of the 

house and all he depends on is his wife’s incom

will come when the husband will start nagging and this 

will definitely lead to quarrels in the house. Reproduction 

decision making can also lead to friction among couples, it 

has been reported that in Africa, husband

communication in respect of family planning is low. A 

major reason advanced is the complex web of the status of 

women in Africa in which the husband is the main 

decision maker regarding contraceptive use 

about Nigerian men who are dominant decision maker 

within the family, who gain socially and economically 

from having large numbers of children (and wives) and 

whose reproduction and motivation influence wives’ 

reproductive outcome. Apart from 

household decision making, there are also some areas of 

marital friction which are Finance

family welfare, Wife battering

families needs to make decision on feeding, schooling i.e. 

paying of children schools fees, reproductive issues lik

family size, child spacing and family planni

is important as most of rural dwellers are small

farmers who would rely on family labour for substantial 

part of their farm activities. 

For sometimes now there has been a renew interest i

the consequences of effect of marital friction on household 

decision making, this is important in both rural and urban 

settlement because many people, mostly extension 

workers in rural areas, have stood up to the task of finding 

ways of settling such disputes and frictions within the 

household. The problem of decision making are usually in 

the area of feeding the family, clothing the children, 

providing money for the schooling of the children and the 

care of extended families and also the reproduction iss

Marital friction most often leads to lapses in crucial 

decision making thereby affecting the family welfare. 

achieve the main objective, the study i
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which vary over time and space. However, exactly what 

les each partners play should be clearly defined. The 

issues upon which household decision making is based in 

rural families include feedings, clothing, schooling, 

extended families, reproduction, mother and father’s 

[3]. According to [4] joint 

making and autonomy are best achieved through 

collaborative problem solving, parental modeling, 

. Also, [5] reported that 

developmental stages and child dispositions are important 

r in family decision making in the early 

oth the mother’s and father’s 

decision making in the households. If 

the father does not have a steady job to take care of the 

house and all he depends on is his wife’s income, a time 

will come when the husband will start nagging and this 

will definitely lead to quarrels in the house. Reproduction 

lead to friction among couples, it 

has been reported that in Africa, husband - wife 

ct of family planning is low. A 

major reason advanced is the complex web of the status of 

women in Africa in which the husband is the main 

decision maker regarding contraceptive use as reported 

about Nigerian men who are dominant decision maker 

family, who gain socially and economically 

from having large numbers of children (and wives) and 

whose reproduction and motivation influence wives’ 

Apart from factors that affect the 

there are also some areas of 

Finance, Frequently abandoned 

Wife battering and Drunkenness. Rural 

families needs to make decision on feeding, schooling i.e. 

paying of children schools fees, reproductive issues like 

family size, child spacing and family planning because this 

most of rural dwellers are small- scale 

farmers who would rely on family labour for substantial 

For sometimes now there has been a renew interest in 

the consequences of effect of marital friction on household 

decision making, this is important in both rural and urban 

settlement because many people, mostly extension 

workers in rural areas, have stood up to the task of finding 

putes and frictions within the 

household. The problem of decision making are usually in 

the area of feeding the family, clothing the children, 

providing money for the schooling of the children and the 

care of extended families and also the reproduction issues. 

Marital friction most often leads to lapses in crucial 

decision making thereby affecting the family welfare. To 

achieve the main objective, the study identified the socio 
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economic characteristics of the respondents

investigated the various causes of marital friction among 

rural families. The study also determined

on which decisions are made in the family and

the ways in which quarrels are settled.

determined the relationship between the socio economic 

characteristics and the effect of marital friction on 

household decision making. 

 

II. METHODOLOGY

   

This study was carried out in Orire Local Government 

Area of Oyo-State. The study area is situated within the 

tropical rainforest region and agriculture is the 

predominant occupation in the study area. The climate in 

the study area is of tropical type with two distinct rainfall 

patterns. The rainy season which marks the agricultural 

production season is between the months of April and 

October, the heaviest rainfall is recorded between the 

month of June and August while driest month are 

November to March. The average total annual rainfall 

ranges between 1000mm and 1500mm with high daily 

temperature ranging between 28
0
c and 30

2004). Agriculture is the main occupation of the people 

and the major food crops in the study area include maize, 

rice, yam, cassava and cocoyam while the major cash 

crops grown are; cocoa, kola nut and oil palm.

populations for the study constitute the farmers

Local Government area and the samples

the major villages in the Local Government Area of Oyo

State. A simple random sampling technique was used t

select respondents for the study and a total of eighty (80) 

respondents were selected through the use of structured 

interview schedule. Data for the study was collected with 

the aid of a well structured interview schedule and 

information collected were based on the stated objectives 

of the study. Data analysis was done using both 

descriptive and inferential statistics. Descriptive statistics 

that was used include frequency counts, percentages and 

mean values for the analysis of the socio economics 

characteristics of the respondents while Chi

analysis was used as the inferential statistic

the relationship between the variables.

measured were divided into two, which are dependent and 

independent variables. Dependent variabl

the effects of marital friction on rural house

making which was measured on a three point scale i.e. 

very serious, serious, and mild effect. The independent 

variables are the socio-economic characteristics of the 

farmers and they include; Age, Gender, Marital status, 

Marriage type, Level of education, Religion, Occupation, 

Income (monthly), Chieftaincy title, Societal group. 

 

III. DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF 

RESULT 
 

Socio- Economic Characteristics of the Respondents
The table 1 below shows that 61.2% of the respondents 

were male while 38.8% were female. This
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economic characteristics of the respondents and 

of marital friction among 

d the various areas 

family and determined 

are settled. Finally the study 

between the socio economic 

characteristics and the effect of marital friction on rural 

ETHODOLOGY 

Orire Local Government 

State. The study area is situated within the 

tropical rainforest region and agriculture is the 

predominant occupation in the study area. The climate in 

the study area is of tropical type with two distinct rainfall 

arks the agricultural 

production season is between the months of April and 

October, the heaviest rainfall is recorded between the 

month of June and August while driest month are 

November to March. The average total annual rainfall 

1500mm with high daily 

c and 30
o
c (FAOSTAT, 

2004). Agriculture is the main occupation of the people 

and the major food crops in the study area include maize, 

rice, yam, cassava and cocoyam while the major cash 

e; cocoa, kola nut and oil palm. The 

populations for the study constitute the farmers in Orire 

s were drawn from 

Local Government Area of Oyo-

. A simple random sampling technique was used to 

the study and a total of eighty (80) 

selected through the use of structured 

Data for the study was collected with 

the aid of a well structured interview schedule and 

ased on the stated objectives 

Data analysis was done using both 

descriptive and inferential statistics. Descriptive statistics 

that was used include frequency counts, percentages and 

mean values for the analysis of the socio economics 

eristics of the respondents while Chi-square 

analysis was used as the inferential statistics to determine 

the relationship between the variables. The variables 

measured were divided into two, which are dependent and 

t variables. Dependent variable of this study is 

house-hold decision 

making which was measured on a three point scale i.e. 

very serious, serious, and mild effect. The independent 

economic characteristics of the 

d they include; Age, Gender, Marital status, 

Marriage type, Level of education, Religion, Occupation, 

Income (monthly), Chieftaincy title, Societal group.  

ISCUSSION OF 

racteristics of the Respondents 
1.2% of the respondents 

while 38.8% were female. This implies that 

majority of the farmers were male.

the study was to check the effect of marital friction,

majority of the respondents were expected to be married. 

60% of the respondents were Christians and 40% of them 

were Muslims. Due to their religion, it is expected that 

there will be less marital friction because each of the faith 

condemns problems in the family. The mean age of the 

respondents was 42.5. The finding implies that most of the 

respondents were in the matured age and were expected to 

be married with more experience to cope with marital 

friction. Majority of the respondents earned between 

21,000 and 30,000 and 28.8% had no formal education. 

The findings of this study revealed that most of the 

respondents had one form of formal

(71.2%) and this might likely reduce 

because high level of formal education 

reasoning level between spouses

respondents practice monogamy which might

reducing marital friction, as one husband

and each wife having different needs w

met can increase the chances of

Table 1: Frequency and Percentage

Economic Characteristics of the Respondents

Sex 

Male 

Female 

Marital status 

Married  

Religion 

Christian  

Islam 

Age 

<20 

21-30 

31-40 

41-50 

51-60 

>60 

Level of income 

<1000 

11,000-20,000 

21,000-30,000 

31,000-40,000 

41,000-50,000 

Level of education 

Non formal education 

Adult education 

Primary school 

uncompleted 

Primary school completed 

Secondary school 

uncompleted 

Secondary school 

completed 

Tertiary education 

Marriage type 

Monogamy 

Polygamy 

Source: Field Survey, 2012 
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majority of the farmers were male. Owning to the fact that 

the effect of marital friction, the 

majority of the respondents were expected to be married. 

60% of the respondents were Christians and 40% of them 

were Muslims. Due to their religion, it is expected that 

there will be less marital friction because each of the faith 

the family. The mean age of the 

respondents was 42.5. The finding implies that most of the 

respondents were in the matured age and were expected to 

be married with more experience to cope with marital 

ajority of the respondents earned between 

28.8% had no formal education. 

The findings of this study revealed that most of the 

one form of formal education or the other 

and this might likely reduce marital friction 

high level of formal education will help to adjust 

reasoning level between spouses. Majority (56.3%) of the 

respondents practice monogamy which might also help in 

one husband with many wives 

having different needs when not adequately 

the chances of marital friction. 

: Frequency and Percentage Distribution of Socio-

Characteristics of the Respondents 

Frequency Percentage 

49 61.2 

31 38.8 

80 100 

48 60 

32 40 

  

1 1.3 

8 10 

29 36 

30 37.4 

11 14 

1 1.3 

5 6.4 

19 23.2 

34 42.7 

19 23.9 

3 3.8 

23 28.8 

3 3.6 

9 11.3 

6 7.5 

16 20 

18 22.5 

5 6.3 

45 56.3 

35 43.7 
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Causes of Marital Friction in the Household.
The findings in table 2 revealed that the major cause

marital friction was sexual issues with a weighted mean 

score of 1.25, while unavailability of a partner ranked 

second with a weighted mean score of 0.96. A

out with friends ranked 3
rd

 with a weighted mean score of 

0.80. Others were external relation (0.76

children’s school fees (0.74). This implies that marital 

frictions were mainly caused by sexual issues among 

respondents in the study area. This finding

of [6] who reported that quarrels broke out most frequently

because of issues relating to family feeding.

 

 

Table 2: Distribution of 

Issues  Often 2

Freq

Sexual issue 28

External relatives 7

Particular sex of a child 1

Extra marital affairs 4

Choice of meal  1

Given preference to a child 1

Un-availability of a partner 14

Hanging out with friends 7

Staying late at night 7

Children school fees 8

Untimely cooking 8

Feeding  1

Clothing  

*multiple response, Source: Field survey, 2012

 

Table 3: Distribution of responde

Household decision making 

Finance 

Feeding  

Children welfare 

Extended family issues 

Purchase of food items 

Sexual relationship 

Purchase of inputs 

Cultivation of land 

Processing  

Storage method  

Size of farm land 

Level of production 

Choice of cropping 

*multiple response, Source: Field survey, 2012

 

 Ways of Settling Quarrels. 
Table 4 shows that 95.0% indicated that quarrels

not settled by need for a particular material. 87% of the 
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Household. 
revealed that the major cause of 

sexual issues with a weighted mean 

score of 1.25, while unavailability of a partner ranked 

weighted mean score of 0.96. Also hanging 

with a weighted mean score of 

.76) and payment of 

This implies that marital 

re mainly caused by sexual issues among 

finding contradicts that 

who reported that quarrels broke out most frequently 

because of issues relating to family feeding. 

Areas of Decision Making 
Table 3 shows that most of the respondents had joint 

decision on children welfare, sexual relationship and 

extended family issues with that of the children welfare 

and sexual relationship taking the lead. Another 71.3 and 

56.3 had joint decision on finance

had joint decision on purchase of food items while most 

decisions on agricultural production were mainly taken by 

the husbands alone. This implies that household decisions 

were jointly made while agricultural decisions were made 

solely by the husbands and this may also imply that at the 

household level, all stakeholders (children and parents) are 

involved in decision making thereby ensuring smooth 

sailing of family administration. 
 

Distribution of respondents by causes of marital friction 

Often 2 

Freq (%) 

Sometimes 1 

Freq (%) 

Never 0 

Freq (%) 

Ms

28 ( 35) 44 (55) 8 (10) 100

7 (8.1) 47 (58.8) 26 ( l32.5) 61

1 (1.3) 18 (22.4) 61 (76.3) 20

4 ( 5) 25 ( 31.2) 51 (63.8) 33

1 (1.2) 22 (27.5) 57 (71.3) 24

1 ( 1.2) 49 (61.30) 30 (37.5) 51

14 (17.5) 49 (61.2) 17 (21.3) 77

7 (8.7) 50 (62.5) 23 (28.8) 64

7 (8.8) 22 (27.5) 51 (63.8) 36

8 (10) 43 (53.7) 29 (36.3) 59

8 (10) 35 (43.7) 37 (46.3) 51

1 (1.2) 23 (28.8) 56 (70) 25

0 (0) 25 (31.2) 55 (68.8) 25

Source: Field survey, 2012 

: Distribution of respondents by areas of decision making 

Husband 1 

Freq Percentage 

Wife 2 

Freq Percentage 

36 (4.5) 2 (2.5) 

29 (36.2) 6 (7.5) 

12 (15) 5 (6.2) 

23 (28.7) 0 (0) 

17 (21.2) 19 (23.8) 

14 (17.4) 3 (3.8) 

Agricultural Related Decisions 

52 (65) 4 (5) 

50 (62.5) 4 (5) 

47 (58.7) 4 (5) 

45 (56.3) 6 (7.4) 

46 (57.5) 4 (5) 

49 (60.3) 5 (6.3) 

47 (58.8) 5 (6.2) 

Source: Field survey, 2012 

at 95.0% indicated that quarrels were 

not settled by need for a particular material. 87% of the 

respondents will not discuss their problems with 

community leaders while another 58.8% indicate

quarrels were settled by one of the couples apologizing 
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Table 3 shows that most of the respondents had joint 

decision on children welfare, sexual relationship and 

extended family issues with that of the children welfare 

and sexual relationship taking the lead. Another 71.3 and 

56.3 had joint decision on finance and feeding, also 55% 

had joint decision on purchase of food items while most 

decisions on agricultural production were mainly taken by 

the husbands alone. This implies that household decisions 

were jointly made while agricultural decisions were made 

ly by the husbands and this may also imply that at the 

household level, all stakeholders (children and parents) are 

involved in decision making thereby ensuring smooth 

sailing of family administration.  

 

Ms WMS Rank 

100 1.25 1 

61 0.76 4 

20 0.25 13 

33 0.41 9 

24 0.3 12 

51 0.64 6 

77 0.96 2 

64 0.8 3 

36 0.45 8 

59 0.74 5 

51 0.64 6 

25 0.31 10 

25 0.31 10 

 

Joint 3 

Freq Percentage 

42 (52.5) 

45 (56.3) 

63 (78.8) 

57 (71.3) 

44 (55) 

63 (78.8) 

24 (30) 

26 (32.5) 

29 (36.3) 

29 (36.3) 

30 (37.5) 

26 (32.5) 

28 (35) 

respondents will not discuss their problems with 

nother 58.8% indicated that 

quarrels were settled by one of the couples apologizing 
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most of the time. The findings of this studies reveals that 

quarrels were mainly settled by 

apologizing most of the time, this implies that couples 

were able to manage their crisis and friction without 

introducing external factors which is a better way to 

manage marital friction. This finding conforms with t

of [6] also reported that quarrels were mainly settled by 

Table 4: Distribution of responden

Ways  

One of you apologizing  

Both of you apologizing 

Ignoring the issues for sometime 

Talk to community leaders 

Need for a particular material 

Involve outside member of the family

The thirst for sex 

*Multiple Response; Source: Field Survey, 2012.

 

Effects of marital friction of the respondents
Evidence from the study (table 5) 

major effect of marital friction on the respondents 

household was poor academic performance of their 

children with a weighted mean score of 2.71 while 

Table 5: Distribution of respondent

Effect on household  Very serious 3

Divorce 

Death of spouse 

Inability of children going to 

school 

Financial burden 

Psychological effect 

Poor academic performance of 

children 

Fear of the future 

Children indulgence in social 

vices  

Lack of proper children 

training 

Poor performance by each 

member of the family 

Leader to outstanding bills to 

be paid 

Lack of cooperation in the 

family 

Lack of confidence for the 

children 

Improper farm coordination 

Negligence of farm activities 

Spoilage of farm produce 

Lack of moral support 

Reduces level of income 

Partial abandonment of farm  
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most of the time. The findings of this studies reveals that 

 the guilty party 

apologizing most of the time, this implies that couples 

sis and friction without 

introducing external factors which is a better way to 

g conforms with that 

also reported that quarrels were mainly settled by 

the guilty party apologizing to one another and that the 

probable explanation for this method of settling quarrel is 

that with time, tension will fade away if either or both 

partners remained silent. This is also supported by [7] that 

with little patience and silence,

among couples in Yorubaland.  

 

: Distribution of respondents by ways of settling quarrels 

All the time  

Freq Percentage 

Most of the time 

Freq Percentage 

19 (23.7) 47 (58.8) 

4 (5.0) 25 (31.2) 

0 (0) 17 (21.2) 

0 (0) 10 (12.5) 

0 (0) 4 (5.0) 

 0 (0) 33 (41.2) 

2 (2.5) 20 (25.0) 

Source: Field Survey, 2012. 

of marital friction of the respondents 
 revealed that the 

major effect of marital friction on the respondents 

household was poor academic performance of their 

children with a weighted mean score of 2.71 while 

improper farm coordination ranked 2

related effect with a weighted mean score of 2.58.This 

implies that when there is friction between spouses in the 

household, The children’s education and coordination of 

the farm activities were always at receiving ends.

 

Distribution of respondents by effect of marital friction 

Very serious 3 Serious 2 Mild 1 MS

3(3.7) 0(0) 77(93.3) 86

1(1.2) 0(0) 79(98.8) 82

7(8.7) 36(45) 37(46.3) 130

10(12.4) 65(81.3) 5(6.3) 169

8(10) 63(78.3) 9(11.2) 159

10(10.4) 57(71.3) 13(16.3) 217

7(8.3) 28(35.0) 45(56.3) 122

27(33.3) 40(50.0) 13(16.3) 174

12(15.0) 59(73.8) 9(11.2) 163

30(37.5) 34(42.5) 16(20) 174

20(27.4) 39(48.8) 19(23.8) 157

31(38.8) 38(47.4) 11(13.8) 180

11(13.8) 54(67.4) 15(18.8) 156

Agricultural Related Effect 

49(61.2) 26(32.5) 5(6.3) 206

29(36.2) 44(55) 7(8.8) 182

37(46.2) 37(46.3) 6(7.5) 191

12(15) 37(46.20 31(38.8) 141

30(37.5) 42(52.5) 8(10) 182

10(12.4) 55(68.8) 15(18.8) 155
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arty apologizing to one another and that the 

probable explanation for this method of settling quarrel is 

that with time, tension will fade away if either or both 

This is also supported by [7] that 

with little patience and silence, most quarrels are settled 

 

 

Not at all  

Freq Percentage 

14 (17.5) 

51 (63.8) 

63 (78.8) 

70 (87.5) 

76 (95.0) 

47 (58.8) 

58 (72.5) 

improper farm coordination ranked 2
nd

 from agricultural 

related effect with a weighted mean score of 2.58.This 

implies that when there is friction between spouses in the 

household, The children’s education and coordination of 

the farm activities were always at receiving ends. 

MS WMS Rank 

86 1.08 21 

82 1.03 22 

130 1.63 19 

169 2.11 10 

159 1.99 12 

217 2.71 1 

122 1.53 20 

174 2.18 8 

163 2.04 11 

174 2.18 8 

157 1.96 13 

180 2.25 6 

156 1.95 14 

206 2.58 2 

182 2.28 4 

191 2.39 3 

141 1.76 18 

182 2.28 4 

155 1.94 15 
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Unstable agreement on crop to 

plant 

Low productivity 

Inability to expand farm size 

*Multiple Response; Survey: Field Survey, 2012.

 

Hypothesis Tests 
H0I: There is no significant relationship between the 

socio economic characteristics of the respondents

effects of marital friction on rural household decision 

making.  

Chi-Square Test 
The data in table 6 shows the relationship between 

selected socio-economic characteristics of the respondent 

and the effect of marital friction on 

decision making. The findings of the study revealed that 

sex (0.044), marital status (0.000), religion (0.074), age 

(0.005), and level of income (0.000) all have influence on 

the effect of marital friction. This might be due to the fact 

that most of the households are male headed and married, 

and for the man to claim headship at all times, there is 

tendency for marital friction to occur in the household. 

Also, it has been indicated that quarrels were settled by 

one of the couples apologizing to one another which also 

emphasizes submission between the married couples. 

Furthermore the respondents practices Christianity and 

Islam, and the faiths teaches married couples to live in 

peace which further helps to boost understanding between 

the married couples. Also, the older the responden

more matured they are expected to handle marital friction. 

Finally the higher the level of income and level of 

education of the couple the more they should be able to 

afford the basic necessities of life and

should be able to maintain peace in the household as

higher level of education helps to influence reasoning 

level and help make decisions in the right direction, 

therefore reducing the negative effects on children’s 

education and farm coordination.  

 χ² d

 Sex  4.05 1

Marital status 76.05 1

Religion 3.20 1

Age  49.50 27

Level of income 79.75 14

Number of year spent 

in school 

76.90 11
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